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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To contrive the improvement in the ratio of light extinction by reducing the 

current flowing through the light emitting element at the time of light extinction by a method 
wherein a resistor having a resistance smaller than the resistance value during the light 
extinction of said light emitting element is connected in parallel with the light emitting 
element. 
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CONSTITUTION: Input pulse signals 3 are supplied to the base of a semiconductor 
switching element, e.g. an NPN type transistor TR1 , and the resistor 6 is connected in 
parallel with the semiconductor light emitting element 2 such as an LED or a 
semiconductor laser connected between the collector of the transistor TR1 and a voltage 
source. In such a driving circuit for a light emitting element, when the input pulse signals 3 
to the base of the transistor TR1 change to a high level, the transistor TR1 is conducted, 
and a current flows in the forward direction of the light emitting element 2, resulting in the 
light emission of the element 2. When the signals 3 change to a low level, the transistor 
TR1 turns off, and the element 2 is shielded, resulting in light extinction. 
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